[Tuberculosis: a current problem].
Tuberculosis is a public health problem. If the current trends continue, is expected to arrive to 10.2 million of new cases in 2005. There are three studies accomplished in 1995 in Mexican patients. The results show important difficulty in the application and the follow-up of the program of control of the tuberculosis, what has caused accumulation of chronic cases, moderate rate of primary resistance and alarming levels of primary and secondary multiresistance (23%). Mechanism of protective immunity against mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTB) in humans have not been clarified. Different subpopulations of lymphocytes CD4, CD8 and other populations as well as macrophages, and monocytes, have an important role. In industrialized countries, the managing of the MDRTB is based on the use of individualized treatments with second line drugs according to susceptibility test, however the foregoing has not been possible to apply it middle or low income countries. WHO has launches the initiative "DOTS plus" that consist in the administration of a standarized regimen on the basis of epidemiology of resistance in the country or region.